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EditoriaJ..

viAS SHAKESPEARE A MOUNTAINEER?
•

I must commence this month's Editorial by
apologising to the author of the Profile "The Oread"
and to the lovers of poetry for the accidental omission
of the line, "New...lighted on a heav€n-kissing hill"
from its place after the fourt~ l~ne of the quotation
from "Hamlet" at the bottom of page 11, June issue.

"A heaven-kissing hill li - it is a happy phrase.
Who has not seen a sunlit snow-ridge curving upwards

"against a blue sky to some remote, wind-sculptured
summit, and rejoiced at its gleaming purity, and the
very perfection of its simple loveliness? \Jlho has
not seen Tryfan rising like some stupendous castle,
it6 aged battlements glinting gold in the summer sun­
shine, and marvelled at its other-worldly magnificence?
Who has not seen Great Gable, as I saw it last, kissing
the grey heavens with such intensity of passion that
they wept, and gone on his way heedless of the drenching
rain? If theTe be a man who. has seen these things, and
been no happier for it, then his soul must be dead. ~f

anyone exist who can look upon the Cuillin rising dragon­
backed, etched in clear black against a cold dawn, or
sprawling the~r.armoured limbs luxuriously in unaccustomffi'
warmth, and feel no fl~c~er .Q~.~~otion, then he has no .
life in any real sense of the word.

Sentimental nonsense, you may say. Tha~ may be.
But is it not far finer nonsense than the dreary• •• trivialities with which many men seem content to occupy
themselves in the workaday world~ Wasn't Sha~espeare

right? Heaven-kissing indeed - the happiest epithet a
man ever used to describe a hill!

D. C. C.
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r~C~wr AriD FO... lTHCOhDm H8ETB.

Host of this issue seems to be taken up by Heets;
howeve~,. courage, friend! If you read on you will
find accounts af Cl f,reaot nLl:Jber of small ilw1offici<:1Ii
meets...

There were only 20 bookings for the CV~t[1' 6ilin
coach, so the meet "vas abandoned. Ilm p 3J OJ J ing
¥opo tlf4s 'rjn octjnktigs 51g"l.lJl.er.a. '- ..

QGVnm I. The cancelling uf thG C\'Jlil bilin bus enabled
me to take the vjr~ghts 8.nd John Ashcroft- to Og\,ien,
the-reby ensuring m'seif a good \-le€kend. J:'he -weather
relented enough for us to camp in the dry ~t noon on
Saturday, but not enough to climb on Sunday. It even-
tually cleared at 11 a. f.J. Oi1 llondnj Qnd \ie moved on to
Tryfan, where we~ cliIi1-bed Second Pinnacle Ilib, then to
the SillJllli t and down the west side to Ogwen Cottage for
a cup ~~-tea. That ~Jvening we went to ~.Y.G., a place
of bad beer. \Ii tllin tlaIf an hour of S01il8 Oreads and
friends gathering there was no one else in the'" room;
there was some speculation as to the reason for this.
TU0sday morning found us al1110st, but not quite awash.
j.e struck camp, packed everything into thu car and moved
to _the ~--liI8stone Buttress ~ \'vhore we cliIilbed the Pulpit
and came: dmm tho wrong gUlly and llad to abs~il down a
110.terfall. Then back to the car f~r Cl snack tba t
consisted of the contents of SO]1le 11 tins. lie finally
pointed- the car Eottingllanrwards-at 5.30- p.ll1. - L.T.. - .
Om-tEN 11. Hy I paI'ty' -consisted of myself and another-
lone wolf -vlho had- come to~ HelYG 011 spec., -qne- l'vlaurice
Culley of the ri.A.lfl. vie did, however, achieve some­
thing of note; viz. a complete HorseS!10e, starting from
J.iarlt Gwynant with arl a$ctm-i; of Lockwood I s Chimney (a com­
bination of the hOllolith Crack and E&stwater Swallet) and
including the conti~uatioll from th~ foot of Crib Goeh
to the Lli\wdd road, wi tb. heavy rain frO!- 8:rwwdon sumlIli t
Oll\lEtrdso· bULday was ....v£:.stled out, but rlonday w~o ,:,lso
somewhat out of the ordinary with a walk over ~ll

•
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the pea~s of Craigiau Gleision, a traverse of the Cawlyd
dam, and back over Pen 11ithrig-y-Wrach, from which the
views .are particularly fine. An interesting cairn and
two Ancient British cists were inspected en route. -G.T.

QGitlEi' 111. l-i'our of us - Hike Hoore, Pete COle, Clive and
mY'Self with Ron Deardenfs help as food, carrier set out to
do the t1elsh 3,0001ers atvihlt but had to Glbandon the
thing half "way because of th~ "ivea ther>. I t rained for all
of the ni~ht we spent on Foel Fras and all the following
daY-\fJi th visibi1i;ty a bout 50 yards on the. tor. ti~ W0re
dtenGhed to th~ skin within half an hour of setting off
f~om Foel Fr~s~ . W~~e~~ biiter!y disappointed b~t plan
to make another atte ll1P't later in the year. '7 ,G.R.G. -'

. .

BUTTERl-f&1E·. He-ssrs".. ·F.alkner and C~rblright ..arri.ved by
car wi ththe Polaris ea:['ly on Sa tui'day morning. The
'Cullums arrived la"te~- by _bu~, PClving spent the night in· a
~p1easant bivouac by Derv18ntwater.. .Tl~se .f'Ou..l' camped
with the Polaris at the head of the. lake and were joined

. late on Saturday night by Gerald Parsons ahd. DavidLongnen
7 (tlori-members); . on Sa.turday almost everyone did various

climbs in Burtness C?mbe); the Cullu..ms, idle bask0rs, vlent
part way up' and spe,nd the .afternoon brow.sing in the. ",larm
sunshine." Sunday YiD S a miserap18 dI~y, yet ttre entire
camp set off far Piliar Hock. A prodigious ilulnber of '
pai'ties'did the North' CJ-ii.TIb er) \vhich WE,S qUite llard _
enough under the conditions, particularly the severe final
Nose. The last" party' up' con~!sten of Cullwn, Parsons,'
and Longman, and as a resuf-t of incredible delays on the
climb and on the subsequ8nt descent, they did not regain
camp untill2. 50 the next morning. A sO',~rch pal"ty v-laS
on' the point of sbtting out, in,spite of Falkner~s cGwrnen~

tt If "you go out with Culluru you get used to this sort of
th:t,ng tf • On l'/lOnday Car'tvlr1ght set off vii th .50110 yOlmg
ladies, ostensi~lyfor Grea~ Gable. Tho others used the
va:r:iabli:1' weather as an excuse for lying in camp '(1oing
not;hing. In tht:? afternoon torrential re,in brought to a-
close a somewhat lazy weekQnd, though one not devoid of
unusual incident.

Heamvhile our President "I,-[i th Ce.lia Harrison and Stan
Moore were encamped in VJ"asdale, but no aCCOlUlt of their
activities has yet been received. - D.e.C.
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W1BROKESHIRE~ Honni and I went to st. David's Head in_ _~q. _ '.f. 0

IElbrokeshire at VJhitsuntide, together with Laurie Burns
aI Peter ·Janes. " From the- evas.ive replies of other
tteads ip the "Paul Pry". on t~ 'Nay home., it "vould
.em that our cqoi,c,e vIaS rather more fortunatB 'than
tat of the Nant Ffranconers, ~t lea~t from the point
• view of the weather. The coastline north of St•.
livid's is very fine indeed, with miles of impressive
pnite headlands surmounted by magnificGnt walking
auntry, and is well worth a visit for a 1'8";-1 .da.ys by
ilIYone. The "Ship Inn ll at i::lolva, and the "Sloop Inn"
Il Porth Gain can also bo. recorJUileb.ded aspul'vey.ors of
~h-gradere.freshmontforthe discerning ale drinker.
1If'ortunately, although it is known as the "little
_land b,eyond Halos", the usual heathenre·str.ictions
• drinking hours still apply. - E.P.

S~;t-z, J~
The: publi·.sh,i3d route wa.s, completed liJi th one ~

8iification which did nothing to shorten it, but
Jade the going easier, enabling. us ·to reach tbe
~uch before closing time (but only just!) The
_cond'inn was chang0d from the Snake to the Nag s .'
~d at Edalo, the stretch over Bleaklow being avoided
• cros$ing Kinder at its eastern Bnd and walking due
arth to .Join the Cl.!t Gate path to .the F;lbu:cho

Six L18inbers.attended - 11e5srs. Burns, Kersh~w,

Ilyhurst, Moore, Winfield and Gibson, plus a w.elcome
-.sitor from the Mountain Club .... LarryLambe., Two
fl these joined at the FlQUCfl, hailing walked from
pints scut~.

The Three Horseshoes w~s left at lO.00~p.m. on
tie Friday· .ana Three 'Shire Head'-S seleoted .for a 1>-ivvy•
• re Mark Hayhurst was found asleep in an 8Bormous
»ad man'f3 tent. . Th€ highlight of this section was
Burie Burn·lf· moonlight' fight with an owl whilst fioundering
akle-deep in a bog.. . A start wa s bade at, 7.30. a. m. :
md taking in the Cat & Fiddle for good measure the
~~te lay past Goytfs Bridge to White Hall, OVer Combs
~ge and Black Edge and to 8parrowpit and f~om there
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to Rushup Edge and Bdaleo And a pleasant reception from
Mr._ Heardman at the Nags (Note for serious drinkers - we
called at the Church Hotel on thewayupJ) Some two
hours were spent in Edale, resting and having the first
real meal of the day. And then on to the Flouch which
Lar_ry.reached at 10.0 p •.mo (by running) and the rest. at
10·30.

We got away after 7 a.mo on the Sunday and after one
of the most delightful sections o,f the whole route, Le.
Margery Hill and ,the Derwent Edges reached the Yorkshire
Bridge at 12.45 p.m. with several stops for plastering..
Passing over the familiar gritstone edges we reached the
Robin Hood at 8.0 p.m., the last four mile·s being for the
leader at least more of a~agony than a pleasure.

The time taken was 45~ hours (including sleep) over
a distance of 65 miles. The walk'is well worth while
and would stand repeating ona future meet prograr~ile.
And for those who may carp' at the low n.p.h. it must be
pointed out that the \>J,"a,Jking was not allowed to interfere
with the drinkingl ~ G.R.G.

THREE INNS WALK: Unknov[ll to the main party we (the
Cullums) started walking from Leek on the Friday evening,
called at.theThree Horseshoes and continued over the
Roaches. Following our 25 year-old map, we took the
wrong track and after wandering in the dark decided to
bivouac. Next Dorni1J.g we set off at 7.'30 without a
meal, hoping (in vain) to catch the others at Three
Shire Heads. This section was notable for the enormous
number of rabbits we disturbed. On past the Cat ·and
Fiddle to Goyt's Bridge, wh~re we stopped for breakfast.
From there we went north to the col between Rushup Edge
and Colborne;, over the latter and Brown Knoll to Edale
Head; then along the western edge of Kinder to the Down~

fall~ After a brew up we pressed on along the edge to
Ashop Head, and do.wn Ashop Clough to the ..Snake.' It was
,then 9.30, so we decided to bivouac by the r.iver, a
delightful spot and a lovely night.

Sunday's fine weather caused us to dawdle over breakfast
and i~ was 9.15 before we were under way. Our route lay
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up Oyster Clough, then dUG east to Alport Dale, and
across the moors beyond, to the Derwent reservoir.
The going was the tussocky grass typical of the area.

LThe road by the reservoir provided an easy interlude
until we struck along the path for Bull stones cabins.
A steep pull up- another grough-~eamed moor, a >de~cent

by a stream, and we came to a pleasant river where we
stopped for tea. Then by various lanes etc., to the
F10uch, which we reached at 4.50. The l~st bus for
Manc'he·ster leaves Bamford at 8.58, and it- seemed un­
likely that we could cover the distance in four hours.
(The main party took over fi~j'-':: hours, -at the beginning
of the day). The arrival of the Manchester- bus resolved
our doubts, and so ended our "Three Irms _Walk 1-1 • Measured
with care on theO.S. map, the distance traversed was
fifty mlles, and we had enjoyed every mile o~-~t~ A-
pat on the back [:-1' Geoff for devising such a magnific.ent
route, and congratulations to the tough guys who completed
the course. b.e.c.
Laddow, Julx.. 16th/17th. Leader - Ernie Marshall.

This is the last Meet before the "Summer recess",
and the crag chosen is one not preViously visi tedby _. ­
the club - a very fine crag, however, do come and swell
the crowds. Camping in the Laddow area is forbidden,
and will therefor~ be obligatory.

sos: have you access to a duplicating machine? If
so, and if you wouldn't mind taking a turn at printing
Newsletters once every few months, would you let the
Hon. Ed. know? The last three issues have been pro­
duced by courtesy of the Karabiner M.C., who have kindly
allowed us the use of their duplicator, and generous
technical assistance as well. But we can't sponge
for -ever. If you can help, please do so. The stencils
will be sent to you ready typed - all you have to do is
to run off the copies. Thank youZ
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Bob Pe~tigrew lectured to the ~arabiner M.C. on
Lyngen in l1anche;;ter on June 29. His. talk was· very
ably delivered and \vas enth ..1siastically applauded. He
was deputising for Dick Brown, who was engaged o~ exped­
ition business. Bob is leading a ten-man expedi tion,
which includes Ken Griffi'~hs and Travor Panther, to Lyngen
this summer.

Me~srs. PettiGre~, Panther and ~dderley were in
VlalG s over ~ihitSUi'.• ~ The most outstanding feature of
the trip "vas a hair-x'aising car ride, and Bob's journey
there on his jilotorbikG, \hich ":lade it. . John, ,incidentally,
had [~On8 to C\VJ1 Silin, because no-one had told him the
Meet was off.

LGona~d Leese and Barry Cook have just finished
their degree exauinations in Gh&Distry.
012..E1t.t:> So 1"-1' ~~ ~ ~ L..el-rE:f<:.. -:rv '-"y- I 9S '-f-

Quote of the month: t-he anonynous heart-cry,
11 Gooc1. Lord, hovl raany puffs doesit take t~ fill an
air-bed 11 3' . •

Painstaking research has proved that there is.DO
fdul1c.ation for the theory that Ray ~ial1dley deliberately
weal'S his skis an. the i..,rong feet so as to facilitate
sten turns. The truth of the matter is that he can't
tell which is .~hichl

Latftst report on Cyril Machin: he is "doing
very well".·· On June 16th he moved to Barnes t Con:­
valescent Hospital at Cheadle 7 and since then he has
gone to Wharncliffe Hospital, Sheffield.

Apologies for the late appeara~ce of this issue.
The next issue truST be out by July 31st, since Mr. and
Mrs. Ed. go on holiday on that date. (Destination
Scotland - if you'll be there during the first half
of august, let us know,will you?) So post ·your news
item nowl

Ed..
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PROFILEo.oo ••.•••.••• o••.••••• CHARLES WILLIAM ASHBURY

Char1ie began climbing with the 'Dread' nearly
three years ago - yet I have known him 16 years and
tr-ied to -get. him interested in mountainee~-g~V~~l..
times during that period. It took a war and a
campaign in India and Burma to stir him from the
shackles of civilization, and now there is no greater
lover of the hills and mountains. Tall, with a
phenomenal reach, Char1ie learnt to climb tacks the
difficult way, for no-one could effectively adviqe
him how to make a move or what holds to use, because
of his great bu~d. From the first. he began to lead
and soon reached a V.D. standard.

• His patience, determination and grit are phen­
omenal; his ability as q. second man reassuring; and
his cheerful grin at mQl11ents of crisis 1 a boost to
the morale of .a doubting leader. That erect, s~raight­

backed figure can be seen effectively in any group of
mountaineers, yet his .self effacing manner utterly.
belies the strengt~ of character, the strong sense of
j.ustice, the goOd\<lill and. the kindness that ar,e his.

.. Many peQple. have benefited from his introduction
to the hills: the man he. rescued fro@ the clutches of
the f.1ake crevaS.se on Soap Gut, the numerous people to
wnom he had generously given lifts in his car, the
'OrJ3ad' Hountaineering Club who. have ac.quired a staunch

- member ... and I Who have found an ideal companion and a
great mountaineering partner.

E.B.
-~...-----_... _--..

Whatl Only eight pages this month? Well, it's
~ur Newslette~, and if you don't send the news we
can't print it. No more profiles in the file either.
Will you be tpe first to contribute towards next month's
twelve-page issue? ~~member, youlvs paid three bob
fur i tl

..

...- ....,..
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